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Artist Statement 

                                                                              Kamila J Gruss 

Krasny Ludek 

 

"Krasny Ludek" is a surprising portrait where the smiling half of a child's face contrasts with the 

bare torso, introducing an element of unease and mystery to the image. The black and white 

color scheme adds depth and a peculiar beauty to this composition.  

 

The division of the face in half serves as a symbol of the duality of human nature, balancing 

between innocence and mystery. The bare torso may represent the delicacy and vulnerability 

of childhood. Through a mischievous smile, the photograph directs the viewer's gaze towards 

unknown realms of emotions and experiences.  

 

The pointed hat, constituting half of the frame, plays the dual role of a mask and a screen, 

adding a dramatic element to this artistic narrative. The hat, simultaneously concealing and 

revealing, introduces a dynamic contrast, emphasizing not only the mystery but also the 

essence of this composition.  

 

"Krasny Ludek" draws inspiration from surrealism and artistic experiments, echoing the creative 

twist found in the illustrations of Lorenzo Mattotti. This unexpected combination of charm and 

disquiet resembles an inverted fairy tale of Hansel and Gretel. Similar to Mattotti's ability to 

transform a classic fable into something unexpected, "Krasny Ludek" disrupts traditional 

expectations, introducing an unexpected element of disquiet.  

 

The presence of the Polish School of Theatre and inspiration from Andrzej Pągowski in the 

background of this work manifest through a dynamic interplay between theatrical elements and 

portraiture. The composition and expressiveness of "Krasny Ludek" begin to resemble a 

moment on a theatrical stage, where grotesque and surreal elements blend with art.  

 

The minimalist frame complements this composition perfectly, focusing the viewer's attention 

on the essence of the work. The use of negative space accentuates the expression of this 

photograph, adding depth and highlighting the unease hidden behind the smile. This image 

seeks to transcend the boundaries of a traditional portrait, encouraging the viewer to reflect on 

the complexity of human nature. "Krasny Ludek" is an artistic journey into the depths of 

emotions, where half of the face becomes both a curtain and a gateway to undiscovered realms 

of human experience. 

 
Kamila J Gruss 

Słupsk 25/01/2018 
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